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" As to authority," replied Parry, " the point
about an instinct is, that its authority is unim-
peachable. It commands and we obey; there's no
question about it"

" But there is question about the content of Good."

" I should rather say that we make question. But,
after all, how small a part of our life is affected by
our theories ! As a rule, we act simply and without
reflection ; and such action is the safest and most
prosperous."

" The safest and most prosperous ! But how do
you know that ? What standard are you applying ?
Where do you get it from ? "

" From common sense."

" And what is common sense ? "

" Oh, a kind of instinct too !"

"A kind of instinct? How many are there
then? And does every instinct require another to
justify it, and so ad infinitum ? "

" Logomachy, my dear Leslie ! " cried Parry, with
imperturbable good-humour. "He had a habit of
treating Leslie as if he were a clever child.

" But really, Parry," 1 interposed, " this is the
critical point. Is it your view that an instinct is its
own sufficient justification, or does it require justifi-
cation by something else ? "

"No," he said, "it justifies itself. Take, for
example, a strong instinct, like that of self-preserva-
tion. How completely it stands above all criticism !
Not that it cannot be criticised in a kind of
dilettante, abstract way; but in the moment of
action the criticism simply disappears in face of the
overwhelming fact it challenges."